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COWICHAN REGION ON VANCOUVER ISLAND 
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Imagine waking up to a spectacular ocean view or the mist 

over a rich green valley or a stand of magnificent cedar 

trees. Where you can give your kids a childhood where they 

can ride their bikes home from school and play in friendly 

neighbourhoods. For new entrepreneurs and for businesses 

looking to expand, the Cowichan Region offers a dynamic 

and welcoming business environment.

There are hundreds of good reasons to relocate to and 

invest in the Cowichan Region. Here are just a few of them 

to get you on the move. 

The Cowichan Region is located in Southern Vancouver Island close to the City of Victoria and a 
commutable regional population base exceeding 500,000 people.  It is one of the most affordable places 
on the island to live, work, and invest.  With a sustained strategic focus on ensuring a healthy economy 
in the Region that works hard to be a competitive but attractive location for business and residents 
alike.  By attracting investment in local businesses the Cowichan Region is working to ensure sustainable 
local employment opportunities for an increasingly diverse and skilled workforce.  By building strong 
community partnerships throughout the region and with First Nations, along with leveraging local 
strengths, the Region can position itself to attract and retain businesses and to ensure a diverse 
economy offering opportunities for all.

A SNAPSHOT OF THE COWICHAN REGION
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A VIBRANT AND DIVERSE 
ECONOMY1.

•	 Agriculture: 685 farms producing dairy, 
livestock, fruits and nuts

•	 Forest sector: mills, logging, pulp and 
paper

•	 Tourism: Largest Business Sector

•	 Culinary, agri-tourism, eco-tourism 
and marine tourism all growing 
rapidly
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The Cowichan Region is committed to maintaining and strengthening this 
economic diversity to provide business with a broad range of investment 
opportunities.  Stability also comes from a well-balanced economy.

Agriculture, tourism and forestry are the cornerstones of the local economy. 
They also help create a diversified, multi-sk il led labour force. The largest 
proportion of registered companies in the region is small  and home -based 
businesses;  small  business,  too, is a major economic driver.

COWICHAN REGION MA JOR EMPLOYMENT SEC TORS

Source: Statistics Canada Census Data 2011

SECTOR EMPLOYEES

Retail Trade 4,995

Health Care & Social Assistance 4,875

Construction 4,000

Public Administration 2,950

Accommodation and food services 2,845

Manufacturing 2,710

Educational Services 2,660

Professional, scientific and technical services 2,045

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 2,020

Other services (except public administration) 1,815

Transportation and Warehousing 1,400
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STRATEGIC lOCATION3.
The Cowichan Region is nestled comfortably 
between two city markets—Victoria,  with 
a population of 320,000 to the south and 
Nanaimo, population of almost 85,000 to the 
north.

The Region is served by a well-maintained 
network of air,  road and rail  infrastructure. 
The Trans-Canada Highway runs north-south 
through the Region and commercial rail 
freight is available.  Passenger and cargo 
ferries to the Mainland, at Duke Point and 
Departure Bay in Nanaimo, depart regularly. 

Nanaimo Airport ( YCD) is the main airport, 
with a reliabil ity rate of 99% year round. 
Regular passenger fl ights and private, 
charter,  air  cargo and courier services are 
offered. Victoria International Airport ( YYJ )
offers similar services.

STRONG lOCAl 
lABOUR FORCE2.

As businesses look to be locally situated 
and globally active, access to skil led 
labour allows them to grow and prosper. 

According to the 2011 Census, the 
Region had a population of 80,332 with 
an annual growth rate of about 1.6 percent.  
The labour force participation rate is 
about 60 percent.  Most residents are 
aged 45 – 64, followed by those 26 – 44. 
Almost 50 percent are trade, college 
and university graduates.  As a business 
owner,  you’l l  have ready access to a large, 
well-educated pool of workers at the 
height of their productivity.

4Photo: Highlight Studio

Photo: Town of Ladysmith



SECURE AND SUSTAINABlE 
INFRASTRUCTURE

4.
The Region has first-class water and 
wastewater treatment and developed a 
Zero Waste mandate for solid waste in 
2002. A secure supply of electricity and 
natural gas is available,  as are excellent 
Internet connections. The Cowichan 
Region owns an Eco Industrial  Park, 
and other industrial  parks are located 
in Duncan, Ladysmith, Chemainus and 
North Cowichan. The Regional District is 
supportive of each communities efforts 
to create a diverse and sustainable 
economy.  

A PROAC TIVE 
GOVERNMENT5.

The Cowichan Region has a government 
with a proven history of outcome focused 
partnerships. 

We are committed to fostering balanced and 
sustainable long term growth in the Region. 
With input from almost 400 individuals, 
a Sustainable Economic Development 
Strategy was completed in 2011. We are 
taking steps to distinguish Cowichan 
from its regional neighbours as a good, 
stable, green and “smart” community to do 
business. This Strategy provides companies 
the opportunity to reduce operational 
expenses, be more competitive, and play a 
key role in the social texture of our towns 
and villages.

 

The Strategy  focuses on eight goals aimed 
at growing, diversifying and sustaining the 
Cowichan Region’s overall economy. They include:

1. Increase the Region’s capacity as a place 
for business

2. Increase the competitiveness of the 
Region as a place to do business

3. Create a unique sense of place

4. Make the Region a choice for green business

5. Support the arts and culture

6. Support a thriving and diverse agriculture 
industry

7. Support Tourism Cowichan

8. Lead by example to maintain and create a 
healthy environment

5
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ClEAN, SAFE 
AND lIVEABlE 
COMMUNITIES 6.

Sheltered by mountain ranges 
and blessed with Canada’s mildest 
climate, this green and ferti le 
valley offers fr iendly communities 
and a high quality of l ife.

Climate 
The Region has a moderate climate with the 
highest mean temperatures in Canada and 
is often referred to as “Canada’s Provence.”

Amenities 
It’s no secret that the Cowichan Region has 
a dynamic arts and heritage community 
and is full of creative talent. There are 
museums, theatres and cultural centres 
and some sort of festival every weekend of 
the year.

Outdoor Recreation 
If you love the outdoors, the Cowichan Region is 
for you! Year round, you can enjoy ocean kayaking, 
boating, fishing, scuba diving, golfing, cycling, 
hiking and much more. 

Safe, Fresh Food
The clean air and water and fertile soils of 
the Cowichan region enable farmers’ markets 
to thrive. Duncan is open year round while 
markets in other communities serve up fresh 
local produce from spring to fall. 

Excellent Educational Opportunities
Many families have relocated here to take 
advantage of the first rate education and care 
available in local private, independent and public 
schools. Post-secondary students can attend a 
regional campus of Vancouver Island University.
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The Cowichan Region has organizations and services to help you start, build or expand your 
business, find a job or settle into the community.

•	 Economic Development Cowichan 
Provides economic development, tourism 
marketing and film attraction services.

•	 Community Futures Cowichan Region
Fosters entrepreneurship and economic 
development. 

•	 Vancouver Island Economic Alliance 
Spearheads regional economic development  
for the Vancouver Island region. 

•	 Chambers of Commerce
Non-profit organizations with goals to create 
communities where business can thrive and 
support a strong regional economy.

- Chemainus & District Chamber 

- Duncan Cowichan Chamber 

- Ladysmith Chamber 

- South Cowichan Chamber 

- Cowichan Lake District Chamber   

•	 Employment Centers 
- Work BC employment service centres are 
located in Duncan and Ladysmith, with a 
satellite office in Lake Cowichan. 

•	 Immigrant Serving Agencies
- Cowichan Intercultural Society, Duncan
Resource for immigrant settlement services. 

•	 Service Clubs and Organizations
Numerous service clubs including Eagles, 
Kinsmen, Kiwanis, Lions, Masons, Rotary and the 
Royal Canadian Legion. 

- Volunteer Cowichan  
Encourages people to volunteer. Provides 
information about opportunities.

- Cowichan Valley Arts Council
Encourages and fosters appreciation of arts and 
culture.

- Cowichan Green Community
Focus is to improve food security by developing 
relationships with local food producers and 
increasing food production. 

7

STRONG BUSINESS 
AND COMMUNITY 
ORGANIzATIONS7.
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•	 Duncan
•	 Lake Cowichan

•	 Ladysmith
•	 North Cowichan 
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The Cowichan Region is made up of diverse communities. Each is unique; all provide 
excellent business, health, education and recreational services.

There are four sub-regions within the Cowichan that also offer high quality living. 

•	 Cowichan Bay/Glenora/Sahtlam
•	 Mill Bay/Shawnigan Lake/Cobble Hill

•	 Saltair/North Oyster
•	 Honeymoon Bay/Youbou/Mesachie Lake

If you’re an investor, compelling opportunities are available in:

•	 Eco and cultural tourism and tourism 
infrastructure

•	 First Nations partnerships
•	 Agriculture and food  and beverage 

processing
•	 Forestry and value-added wood 

products

•	 Marine industries

•	 Professional services

•	 Commercial/Multi-family residential 
construction

•	 Retail

•	 Green industries

WEST COWICHAN
(sub-region)

SOUTH COWICHAN
(sub-region)

COWICHAN BAY/
GLENORA/SAHTLAM

SALTAIR/NORTH OYSTER
(sub-region) Ladysmith

Town of

Municipality
of

North Cowichan

City of
Duncan

Town of
Lake Cowichan

(sub-region)

S

EW

N



Economic Development Cowichan provides 
economic development, tourism marketing and 
film attraction for the Cowichan Region. 

For more information please contact:

WEB:  www.discovercowichan.com 
PHONE:  250.746.7880 
E-MAIL:  edc@cvrd.bc.ca

Project funding provided by:

http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.cvrd.bc.ca/index.aspx?NID=587


COWICHAN BAY/GLENORA/SAHTLAM

British Columbia
Region Profile



Cowichan Bay/Glenora/Sahtlam 
British Columbia

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Location:  Southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Key industries:  Agriculture, tourism, services
Population:  5,825 (Statistics Canada 2011)

INFORMATION FOR INVESTORS

The area, was once primarily rural, but is now becoming more urban and experiencing significant 
commercial, residential and industrial growth. It’s a special kind of development—emphasizing a sense of 
place and choosing local, neighbourly and sustainable businesses over generic and industrialized.

1

• Retail/Service — Opportunities exist 
to provide more goods, services and 
amenities within the local community. 
Cowichan Bay has been designated as 
North America’s first Cittaslow community 
which recognizes the importance of 
independent local businesses.

• Tourism — The unique character and 
seaside setting of the area creates an ideal 
environment for tourism, including agri-
tourism, marine eco-tourism and heritage 
tourism. 

• Viniculture/wineries — The area has 
high-quality agricultural land and a 
warm climate. There’s room to enter this 
growing sector. 

• Light industrial — Value-added wood 
products manufacturing, food processing 
and cold (food) storage.

• Film — Cowichan Bay has been recognized 
as an excellent location for feature films. 

If you are an investor take a look at the region. Sectors to consider:

Photo: Tourism Cowichan
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COWICHAN REGION - COWICHAN  BAY/GLENORA/SAHTLAM

COWICHAN TRIBES

2

GOVERNMENT/ 
COMMUNITY PLANNING

The Cowichan Valley Regional 
District governs the the 
region made up of Area D. 
Officially the Region is made 
up of Area D, Cowichan Bay, 

and E, Cowichan Station/Saltham/Glenora. 
Directors are elected every four years. 

The 2013 Official Plan had several objectives 
including to:

• Support productive agriculture & food  
self sufficiency

• Encourage meaningful economic 
development and employment

• Enhance connections to the waterfront

• Recognize heritage, cultural values & 
identity

UNIQUE REGION
At the heart of the region, Cowichan Bay is a 
delightful seaside village, home to boating 
enthusiasts, artisans and an eclectic mix of 
locals, some dwelling in floating residences. 
Relaxed vibes, waterfront charm and tasty, 
locally produced eats are hallmarks of shops  
and restaurants here. There‘s room for additional 
residential and commercial growth that supports  
community vitality and environmental objectives. 

Cowichan Station/Sahtlam/Glenora are more 
rural communities. Some are close to the City 
of Duncan, while others are agricultural. Grape 
growing and associated wineries are becoming 
common in the area.

DOING BUSINESS
The region has a variety of organizations to 
help you build your business. They will let 
you know about local ways and the kinds of 
assistance available. 

• Community Futures Cowichan Region

• Economic Development Cowichan

• South Cowichan Chamber of Commerce

• Cowichan Tribes

Photo: Cowichan Tribes

With over 4,600 members, the Cowichan Tribes 
are the largest single First Nation Band in 
British Columbia witha large population under 
the age of 35.

The Cowichan Tribes are a large regional 
employer and are actively involved in projects 
with business and industry. Ventures include 
commercial leasing, silviculture, firefighting  
and cultural tourism. They are open to new 
investment enquiries. 

http://www.cfcowichan.ca
http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.southcowichanchamber.com
http://www.cowichantribes.com


COWICHAN REGION - COWICHAN  BAY/GLENORA/SAHTLAM

HOUSING

HEALTHCARE

EDUCATION
The region has quality housing on beautiful 
Vancouver Island at an affordable cost. In 2013, 
the average home was assessed at $357.000. 
For renters, a three-bedroom unit could be 
found for $815 per month.

The region has access to a quality healthcare 
system, anchored by the  
Cowichan District Regional Hospital. In nearby 
Duncan, residents can seek treatment from a 
good selection of general practice physicians, 
chiropractors, physiotherapists, optometrists 
and other health professionals.

The region provides high-quality education 
options, locally, or in nearby Duncan. 
Bench Elementary in Cowichan Bay welcomes 
children from kindergarten through Grade  6. 
Duncan has a wealth of public and private 
schools; many parents locate to the region to 
take advantage of the high quality education 
available. 

For post-secondary students and businesses, 
Vancouver Island University, located in 
Duncan, and Camosun College can meet a 
variety of training and educational needs. 

The Cowichan branch of the Vancouver Island 
Regional Library is located in Duncan. It has 
free Internet and offers programs for children 
and adults.

3

LIVING IN THE REGION

Today, Cowichan Bay/Glenora/Sahtlam remains largely agricultural-based. Residents are passionate 
about preserving its historical roots. They embrace the many recreational and cultural offerings 
available, and proudly promote the sustainability of a rural lifestyle. The region is home to a host of 
artists, craftspeople, cottage industries and farms – including some fine local wineries. 

Photo: Highlight Studio
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COWICHAN REGION - COWICHAN  BAY/GLENORA/SAHTLAM

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES TRANSPORTATION
The region is an ideal place to relax. You can 
play with the children in a park by the sea or 
just enjoy the peace and quiet. 

The region has festivals for all tastes. The  
Spot Prawn Festival features music, cooking 
demos and tasty seafood. The  
Cowichan Bay Regatta and the Wooden Boat 
Society’s Boat Festival provide summer fun. The 
Savour Cowichan Festival is the premier wine 
and culinary festival of the year and many 
businesses in the area take part in this week 
long event. 

Throughout the Cowichan Valley, festivals and 
fairs take place almost every weekend of the 
year. 

The outdoors will be an important and 
beautiful part of your Vancouver Island home. 
Rise early in the morning and wander out 
along the paths in the Cowichan Bay Estuary. 
Join birdwatchers who visit the Estuary to view 
more than 200 species. Or wander through 
large forest reserves that are crisscrossed with 
hiking and mountain-biking trails. 

You can try out ocean fishing, go whale 
watching, or get active with golfing or 
kayaking. Or perhaps you prefer a game at the 
South Cowichan Tennis Club, the second oldest 
lawn tennis club in the world.

• Road:  The Trans-Canada Highway connects
the region to Victoria, Nanaimo and beyond.
Cowichan Bay is about an hour’s drive north
of Victoria and an hour south of Nanaimo.

• Bus services:  Access to intercity buses is via
Duncan. Public transit is available to Cowichan
Bay and throughout the region.

• Air service:  Passenger flights and freight
service are available from Nanaimo Airport (50
km) or Victoria International Airport (60 Km).
Float planes can be chartered into Cowichan
Bay from Vancouver or Seattle.

• Ferry:  Regular ferry service to the mainland
and USA is available from Nanaimo and Victoria.

4

If you are interested in enjoying life on the coast, 
consider Cowichan Bay/Glenora/Sahtlam. It is 
clean, safe and beautiful, with friendly people and 
a growing, sustainable economy. 

Economic Development Cowichan 
www.discovercowichan.com
250.746.7880

Cowichan Bay Village 
www.cowichanbay.com

Cowichan Tribes
www.cowichantribes.com
250.748.3196

FOR MORE INFORMATION

http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.cowichanbay.com
http://www.cowichanbay.com
http://www.cowichantribes.com


SALTAIR/NORTH OYSTER
British Columbia

Region Profile
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INFORMATION FOR INVESTORS

Saltair/North Oyster is a unique coastal region with superb natural beauty, nestled by the urban 
centres of Ladysmith and Nanaimo. It also encompasses the islands of Thetis, Penelakut and Valdes in 
the Strait of Georgia, part of the Salish Sea. It is a predominantly rural community. 

Residents place a high value on the rural ambience and wish to ensure that the peaceful, countryside  
nature of the community is protected. Being close to urban centres allows for a quiet rural lifestyle that 
still has easy access to shopping and services.

1

Saltair

Yellow
Point

SALTAIR/NORTH OYSTER REGION
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Region Profile
Location:  Southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Investment Opportunities:  Agriculture, forestry
Population: 4,553 (Statistics Canada 2011)

Residents support moderate, orderly growth 
that fits with rural life styles and the existing 
sense of community. Some possible sectors for 
investment include:

• Agriculture — The area has good farmland 
and could support new crops and light 
food-processing industries.

• Forestry and wood products — In 2013, 
the Saltair sawmill on the Ladysmith 
waterfront underwent a $38 million 
upgrade. Opportunities exist for value-
added wood product manufacturers to 
set up in the region.

• Tourism — Tourists come for the  
West Coast location, waterfront recreation, 
nature trails and island ambiance. 
Opportunities exist for tourism marine, 
boating and eco and agri tourism. 

• Professional Services — Many  
knowledge-based businesses can 
compete globally from anywhere. 
The warm weather, recreational 
opportunities and good transportation 
links make Saltair/North Oyster an 
excellent location for professionals.

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Photo: Highlight Studio
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COWICHAN REGION - SALTAIR/NORTH OYSTER

2

UNIQUE SALTAIR/NORTH OYSTER
North Oyster/Saltair offers a taste of country 
near to town.

• Ocean views for many properties on larger 
lots with more privacy

• Hiking trails and several parks with ocean 
access

• Lower taxes

• Easy driving distance to health, education 
and retail services

In the Salish Sea, Thetis Island is a community 
of about 350 full-time residents, that expands 
to 1,000 to 2,000 during the summer. It is  
home to one of the only one room 
schoolhouses left in Canada. 

Penelakut Island belongs to the  
Penelakut First Nation which has about  
300 members living there. 

Stz’uminus First Nation has mandated the Coast 
Salish Development Corporation to build a 
sustainable local economy that respects and 
supports traditional Stz’uminus values in terms 
of the environment, community, and the well 
being of all members of the Stz’uminus First 
Nation.

DOING BUSINESS IN SALTAIR/
NORTH OYSTER
There are organizations in the area that can 
help you access funds, provide advice and 
support your business as it grows. 

• Economic Development Cowichan

• Community Futures Cowichan Region

• Ladysmith Chamber of Commerce

GOVERNMENT/ 
COMMUNITY PLANNING

The Saltair/North Oyster 
Region encompasses 
approximately 39,280 hectares 
and is comprised of Electoral 

Area G (Saltair, Gulf Islands) and  
Area H (North Oyster, Diamond). These Areas 
surround the Town of Ladysmith.   
Cowichan Valley Regional District governs 
Saltair/North Oyster. Directors are elected every 
four years, one from each Electoral Area. 

The Official Community Plans of the Areas have 
several objectives of interest to investors.
• Recognize and protect agriculture, as a 

valuable component of the local economy 
• Recognize the value of forested lands to the 

west of the Town of Ladysmith and preserve 
them for forestry and resource extraction

• Recognize the contribution of home-based 
businesses to the economic and social fabric 
of Saltair

• Promote the establishment of tourist recreation 
uses throughout North Oyster/Diamond

Photo: Town of Ladysmith

http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.cfcowichan.ca
http://www.ladysmithcofc.com/


COWICHAN REGION - SALTAIR/NORTH OYSTER

EDUCATIONHEALTHCARE
Education in BC is internationally respected 
and the region has various options for 
schooling. North Oyster and Thetis Island 
have elementary schools. Students may also 
attend elementary and secondary school 
in Chemainus or Ladysmith. 

Post-secondary students can choose from 
programs at Vancouver Island University (VIU), 
which has a campus in Duncan and its main 
campus in Nanaimo. 

Residents can take a 10 minute drive to 
Chemainus for a selection of Vancouver 
Island Regional Library branches.

Nearby Ladysmith Community Health Centre 
offers urgent and clinical day care and a full 
range of health services. Cowichan District 
Hospital is a 20 minute drive away.

Other private healthcare offices, such as dentists, 
physiotherapists, chiropractors, optometrists 
and massage therapists are also located in 
Ladysmith, Chemainus and Duncan. An Urgent 
Care Centre is located in Chemainus. 

3

LIVING IN SALTAIR/NORTH OYSTER

Saltair/North Oyster recognizes the importance of their agriculture and forestry industries and are 
passionate about preserving their value.  In addition to the opportunities that abound within these 
sectors Saltair/North Oyster offers a lifestyle that attracts professionals.  Affordable, ocean view living 
with the proximity of amenities and services make the region ideal for relocation.

HOUSING
Many of the homes and properties in  
Saltair/North Oyster have ocean front or 
ocean views. In 2014, you could purchase a 
three bedroom home for around $400,000, or 
ocean front starting in the $800,000’s. Rental 
for a three bedroom home averaged $1,200 to 
$1,500 per month. 

Photo: Highlight Studio



COWICHAN REGION - SALTAIR/NORTH OYSTER

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES TRANSPORTATION
Saltair/North Oyster has a wide range of 
recreational activities available at an affordable 
cost. In Saltair, the community is building a 
network of safe and convenient pedestrian and 
cycling trails, paths and walkways throughout 
the community.

Many parks dot the region. In North Oyster, 
Blue Heron Park or Yellow Point Park are great 
places to spend the day hiking, picnicking, 
kayaking or swimming. Saltair’s Centennial Park 
features a ball field, playgrounds, tennis court, 
soccer fields, picnic shelters and fitness and 
hiking trails. Stocking Creek Park offers picnic 
areas and a waterfall along hiking trails.

Accessible by ferry from Chemainus,  
Thetis Island is popular destination for picnic 
daytrips and walking and cycling tours. Visitors 
also participate in scuba diving, fishing, 
swimming, sailing, cruising, kayaking and bird 
watching. Valdes Island has two campsites, as 
well as an abundance of wildlife. 

Nearby Ladysmith and Chemainus host 
many community events. These range from 
Ladysmith Celebration Days to the famous 
Festival of Lights from November to January. 
Concerts, farmers’ markets, festivals and other 
activities can keep you busy year round.

• Highways:  Saltair and North Oyster are
just off Trans-Canada Highway, which runs
north-south through the region.

• Bus services:  Greyhound intercity service
and public buses are available in nearby
Ladysmith.

• Air service:  Nanaimo Airport is under 20
minutes away and Victoria International
Airport is only an hour from Saltair and
North Oyster.

• Ferry:  Passenger and cargo ferries are
30 minutes away, at Duke Point and
Departure Bay in Nanaimo. Regular
ferries from the Region’s Thetis Island
and Penelakut Island land in Chemainus.

4

Consider a future in Saltair/North Oyster! 
The communities are friendly and waiting to 
welcome you home.

Economic Development Cowichan 
www.discovercowichan.com
250.746.7880

Ladysmith Chamber of Commerce 
www.ladysmithcofc.com
250.746.2500

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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MILL BAY/SHAWNIGAN LAKE/
COBBLE HILL

British Columbia
Region Profile
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MILL BAY/SHAWNIGAN LAKE/ 
COBBLE HILL, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Region Profile

Doing business unique AReA
The area is open to new business and 
investment projects. Learn more about the 
opportunities available:

•	 South	Cowichan	Chamber	of	Commerce  

•	 Community	Futures	Cowichan	Region

•	 Malahat	Nation	Economic	Development	
Authority	

•	 Economic	Development	Cowichan

INfORMATION fOR INvESTORS

Here, residents enjoy a relaxed West Coast lifestyle and good business and job opportunities. There are 
many reasons you’ll love living in the area. The economy is stable and has major employers—especially in 
trades, agriculture, secondary forestry, commerce, and the recreational and service sectors.

Mill Bay, Shawnigan Lake and Cobble Hill is sometimes referred to as the South Cowichan Region. Each 
community has its own unique and distinct characteristics that set them apart from each other and from 
outlying areas.

1

Location:  Southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Key Economic Sectors:  Agriculture, tourism, light industrial
Population:  17,316 (Statistics Canada 2011)

Close to Victoria the area is a place of 
extraordinary beauty and unique soci-
economic, cultural and environmental 
signficance.  Mill Bay is known as the 
departing point for the Saanich Pennisula 
and the historic Malahat Drive.  Shawnigan 
Lake is a popular recreational destination 
with its population typically doubling during 
the summer months.  Cobble Hill is known 
for its agricultural surroundings, recreational 
activities and more recently its vineyard and 
it award winning wines. 

Photo: Tourism Cowichan
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http://www.southcowichanchamber.com/
http://www.cfcowichan.ca
http://www.malahatnation.ca/economic-development-authority/
http://www.malahatnation.ca/economic-development-authority/
http://www.discovercowichan.com
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investment 
oppoRtunities

2

goveRnment/ 
community plAnning

The area encompasses 
some 38,500 hectares, and 
consists of all land and water 
surfaces within Electoral 
Areas A (Mill Bay/Malahat), 

B (Shawnigan Lake) and C (Cobble Hill). The 
Cowichan Valley Regional District governs the 
area. Directors are elected every four years, one 
from each Area. 

The 2011 Official Community Plan has several 
key principles of interest to investors, including:
•	 Protect and enhance agricultural and 

working forest lands
•	 Direct new development to existing 

communities
•	 Encourage local economic development

The area has several sectors with interesting 
investment opportunities. 

•	 Tourism	—	The area has the ability to 
expand upon its agriculture, wineries, 
culinary, artisans and recreational tourism. 

•	 Forestry	—	Building on a strong base that 
local mills provide, value-added wood 
products are a possibility. 

•	 Agriculture	and	secondary	agricultural	
businesses	— Wineries, dairy farms, 
organic produce farms and food 
processors are a growing sector of the 
economy. 

•	 Technology/light	manufacturing	—	
The Community Plan encourages the 
establishment of a business/industrial 
park along the Trans-Canada Highway.

•	 Professional	services	—	The beautiful 
natural environment provides an ideal 
setting for small professional or  
home-based businesses. 

mAlAHAt FiRst nAtion
Malahat Economic Development Ltd. is 
open for business. They seek and respond 
to potential partnerships, investments and 
projects that result in new revenue streams 
to support the Nation. 

They are open to private initiatives from 
small and medium enterprise, licensing, 
intellectual property applications and all 
manner of enterprise. Current activities 
include the development of commercial 
office space, a marina and new housing 
for members.  The Malahat First Nation 
welcomes inquiries for other developments.

Photo: Highlight Studio
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eDucAtion
Within the area are three public elementary 
schools and the Frances Kelsey Secondary 
School. Nearby Duncan has a wealth of public, 
independent and private schools; numerous 
families have located to the region to gain 
access to the excellent education and care 
these schools offer.

Post-secondary and business training is  
offered at the Duncan campus of  
Vancouver Island University, or in Victoria  
at the University of Victoria or  
Royal Roads University, a 30-35 minute  
drive away. 

The area’s public library, located in Mill Bay, 
provides free Internet access and other 
educational resources.

3

LIvING IN THE AREA

The rural lifestyle and natural beauty, the affordable housing and the distinct, vibrant communities 
continue to attract residents to the area. Come and see it for yourself!

There are many reasons for living in the area including its close proximity to both Victoria and the rest of 
the Cowichan Region.  A stable economy, unlimited recreational opportunities, growing wineries, a strong 
artisan sector and specialty shops all combine to create a relaxing yet active lifestyle. 

tRAnspoRtAtion
•	 Highways:		Trans-Canada Highway runs 

through the Region.
•	 Bus services:		Greyhound offers service 

from Duncan. The Cowichan Valley 
Commuter Bus leaving from Duncan 
provides an alternative to driving to the 
Victoria Region for work.

•	 Air service:		Passenger flights and cargo 
service are available from nearby  
Victoria International Airport.

•	 Local buses:		Regular service within the 
Region and throughout the Cowichan Valley. 
HandyDART service for seniors. 

•	 ferry:		Regular ferry service to the mainland 
and USA is available from Victoria. The  
Mill Bay/Brentwood Bay ferry is Vancouver 
Island’s most beautiful shortcut to Victoria. 

Photo: Highlight Studio
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HeAltHcARe RecReAtionAl Activities
Cowichan District Hospital in Duncan delivers 
healthcare on a daily basis. The  
Victoria General Hospital is about a half-hour 
drive away.

The area has family doctors and a range 
of healthcare professionals, including 
physiotherapists, massage therapists, 
chiropractors, psychologists, counsellors and 
dentists. 

People in the area embrace the healthy lifestyle 
that comes with easy access to mountains, 
34 parks and the ocean. Enjoy excellent 
fishing, swimming, boating, windsurfing 
and kayaking. On land, you can camp, hike 
and bike or take a horseback ride along the 
Cowichan Valley Trail. Or perhaps you’d like 
to cross the Kinsol Trestle, a wooden railway 
trestle that provides a spectacular crossing of 
the Koksilah River. 

Kerry Park Recreation Centre houses an ice rink 
and a host of school and adult ice hockey 
teams, as well as curling. The Shawnigan Lake 
Community Centre has a dance studio and gym. 

The area celebrates many festivals. You can 
enjoy spring to fall farmers’ markets and 
the Cobble Hill Fall Fair. Year round, you can 
visit artists’ studios, have a glass at the local 
winery or enjoy a fine meal in cafes and 
restaurants. 

4

Housing
The area offers good housing value, a reason 
that many people live here and commute 
to Victoria for work. The region offers more 
affordable housing options than nearby 
Victoria approximately 20 minutes away. Over 
90% of all dwellings are for single families. In 
2010, the average home was assessed at about 
$400,000. 

FoR moRe inFoRmAtion

Move to the area for an opportunity at a better 
life. You will find yourself surrounded by great 
people in a beautiful, distinct and welcoming 
community.

Economic	Development	Cowichan 
www.discovercowichan.com
250.746.7880

Malahat	First	Nation 
www.malahatnation.ca
250.743.3231

Photo: Tourism Cowichan
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INfORMAtION fOR INvEStORS

The area is one of the most natural and scenic areas of the Cowichan Region. It is home to the Carmanah 
Walbran Provincial Park and is part of the Pacific Marine Circle Route, a 255 km (158 mi)  
automobile route through the majestic back roads on Vancouver Island. Fresh, clean air and beauty are 
major contributors to the quality of life and attractiveness of the area for residents and visitors. Tourism 
is a growing sector and investors will also find opportunities that build on the region’s forestry resources.

1

Location:  Southern Vancouver Island
Key Economic Sectors:  Tourism, forestry
Population:  2,760 (Statistics Canada 2011)

HONEYMOON BAY/YOUBOU/  
MESACHIE LAKE, 
BRItISH COLUMBIA 
Region Profile

•	 Green	industry	— Non-polluting light 
industries such as renewable energy.

•	 Tourism	— Adventure and ecotourism are 
growing. Also opportunities to develop 
hotels and restaurants. 

•	 Residential	construction	/	retirement	
living	— People are moving to the 
region, while keeping jobs in Duncan or 
Victoria. Many seniors are also relocating 
for the warm weather and relaxed 
lifestyle. 

Some good opportunities await entrepreneurs 
or established firms with an eye on expansion.

•	 Forestry
Primary — Logging on licensed woodlots, 
tree farm licenses and private land,  
heli-logging and log sorting.
Secondary	— All aspects of silviculture.

•	 Wood	products	value-added	
manufacturing	— Specialty forest 
products, sawmills, and custom industrial 
and residential products.

investment opportunities

Photo: Highlight Studio
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government/community 
planning

The area is formally made up 
of Electoral Areas F (Cowichan 
Lake South/ 
Skutz Falls) and Area I  

(Youbou/Meade Creek). The Cowichan Valley 
Regional District governs West Cowichan. 
Directors are elected every four years, one from 
each Area. 

Community Plans for the Areas have objectives 
of interest to investors, including:

•	 Providing for commercial, tourist and 
recreational developments

•	 Encouraging the establishment of new 
industry, including secondary forest products

•	 Providing for a mix of housing suitable for 
all ages and people of various means

Doing business
The area is open to new business and 
investment projects. Here are some organizations 
that can help you meet the right people and 
launch your new or expanding business.

•	 Economic	Development	Cowichan	

•	 Lake	Cowichan	First	Nation 

•	 Cowichan	Lake	District	Chamber	of	Commerce 

uniQue area
Honeymoon Bay is a town on the south arm 
of Cowichan Lake. In its centre is a park with 
beautiful views of the lake and Bald Mountain, 
along with a collection of heritage trees. 
From Honeymoon Bay you can visit the 
Honeymoon Bay Ecological Reserve, the 
Honeymoon Bay Lodge and Retreat or 
journey to the spectacular old-growth forest 
of Carmanah Walbran Provincial Park.

Youbou is a lovely village on the lake’s north 
shore and charms visitors with its natural 
beauty and historic buildings. The local church 
and community hall were built in 1937.

The rows of quaint company built houses, 
tree lined roads, mountain backdrop and lake 
access make Mesachie Lake a fine village. 
Fruit trees line the streets and are recognized 
as an important heritage landmark of the 
community.

lake cowichan First nation
The goal of the Lake Cowichan First Nation is 
to provide opportunity, employment and the 
means to become economically self sufficient 
through sustainable economic development. 
Currently, the Nation is seeking investment 
partners for a waterfront cafe / culture centre 
and residential subdivision.

Photo: Highlight Studio
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LIvING IN tHE AREA

Lands within the area are within the traditional territory of the Coast Salish Nations including the 
Lake Cowichan First Nation. For thousands of years, they lived in villages and used the area for camping, 
fishing and gathering. In the early 1900s, the region’s massive stands of timber attracted lumbermen 
from eastern Canada and the United States. The area around Cowichan Lake once had five sawmills. 

Today, the area is home to people who are drawn to its spectacular beauty and high quality of life. 
Increasing numbers live in the Region and work in Duncan or Victoria. 

healthcare
Local quality healthcare is available in 
neighbouring Lake Cowichan. The town has 
two medical clinics, four doctors, pharmacists, 
dentists, a physiotherapy clinic and counsellors.
A hospital is a 20-minute drive away in Duncan, 
BC.

housing
Living in the area means you can have your 
dream home for an affordable price. In 2013, 
rural single family dwellings of under two acres 
were assessed at $357,000. If you aren’t ready 
to purchase, an average three-bedroom rental 
was $858 per month in 2013.

Keeping fit and active is easy in the area. 
The Cowichan Lake Sports Arena and the 
Centennial Hall host ice hockey and curling. 
Youbou has Arbutus Park, with a large sandy 
beach and protected swimming area. Central Park  
in Honeymoon Bay has a beautiful beach, trails,  
a playground and an off-leash dog park. 

The area’s real gem is its outdoors. Many private 
and provincial campgrounds are located around 
Cowichan Lake. Excellent fishing, swimming, 
kayaking and boating are all at the community’s 
doorstep. You can also golf, cycle and bike, or hike 
and camp in Cowichan River Provincial Park. 

recreational activities / community events
The Lake communities hold festivals and 
events through the summer, including:
•	 Cowichan Lake Days
•	 Honeymoon Bay Outdoor Market Saturdays 

from May to October
•	 Youbou Regatta
•	 56 km Great Lake Walk around Cowichan Lake 

Lake Cowichan has a Seniors’ Association, 
Housing Society and Seniors Centre. A  
Royal Canadian Legion branch is also active. 
Artisans will feel at home here. Over 100 
world class artisans are involved in sculpting, 
painting, theatre and dance.

Photo: Highlight Studio
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Make the move - it’s a great place to live!

Economic	Development	Cowichan 
www.discovercowichan.com
250.746.7880

Cowichan	Lake	District	Chamber	of	Commerce 
www.cowichanlake.ca
250.749.3244

For more inFormation

Lake	Cowichan	First	Nations 
http://lakecowichanfn.ca	
250.749.3301

transportation
• Highways:		Youbou Road leads to

Lake Cowichan. The Cowichan Valley Highway
(Highway 18) connects Lake Cowichan to
the Trans-Canada Highway and the rest
of the region.

• Air	Service:	 Passenger, courier and cargo
services are available at airports near
Nanaimo (40 minutes) and Victoria
International (60 minutes).

• Local	buses:		Public transit is available
throughout the West Cowichan Region.
Intercity bus service is available from
Duncan.

• Ferry:		Ferry service to the Mainland
and USA is available from Nanaimo and
Victoria.

The nearby Town of Lake Cowichan has two 
elementary schools and one high school. 
For post-secondary students or businesses, 
Vancouver Island University has a campus in 
Duncan. 

Cowichan Lake Community Services provides 
education, career research and employment 
planning.

In 2013, Lake Cowichan built a new 
public library. It features computers and a 
designated area for children’s programs.

The Cowichan Lake Outdoor Education and 
Conference Centre can accommodate groups 
of up to 100. The Centre also delivers outdoor 
educational and recreational programs for 
school groups and people of all ages.

eDucation

Photo:: Picutre BC
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DUNCAN  
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Location:  Southern Vancouver Island
Key Economic Sectors:  Tourism, service industry
Population:  4,932 (2011 Census); 43,252 (market area)*

INFORMATION FOR INVESTORS

Duncan serves as an economic hub for the Cowichan Region. We provide healthcare, retail and 
professional services and cultural tourism. We are a major business centre for the fishing, farming, forestry 
and tourism industries; key drivers of the regional economy.

Duncan is a walkable and senior-friendly community. We have a goal to be one of the 
most livable small towns in Canada. For business, Duncan serves as the “downtown” 
for surrounding communities. A lot of companies are setting up here because we’re 
open and welcoming to investment. 
 – Mayor Phil Kent

*
DUNCAN

British Columbia

USA

Vancouver

DOING BUSINESS IN DUNCAN
Duncan has a thriving business community. 
Advice and resources are available to help you 
establish or expand a successful business.

• Economic Development Cowichan

• Duncan Cowichan Chamber of Commerce

• Duncan Business Improvement Area Society

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
If you’re an investor, Duncan and its market area 
offer numerous opportunities. Sectors to consider: 

•  Business, retail, service businesses

•  Commercial / Multi-family residential construction

•  Tourism 

•  Professional services 

•  Forestry and wood products manufacturing

•  Green industry

•  Marine manufacturing and services

•  Food and beverage processing

1

*  Duncan Market Area includes parts of North Cowichan, 
Areas D and E, and Cowichan Reserve

Photo: Highlight Studio
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COWICHAN TRIBES
With over 4,600 members, the Cowichan Tribes 
are the largest single First Nation Band in BC 
with a large population under the age of 35.

Cowichan Tribes owns and operates the 
Khowutzun Development Corporation group 
of companies, which includes: 

•  Khowutzun Forest Services 

•  Quw’utsun Cultural and Conference Centre 

They are a large regional employer and 
actively partner with business, industry 
and other governments. Projects include 
commercial leasing, silviculture, firefighting 
and cultural tourism and conferences. 

The Cowichan Tribes welcome investment 
enquiries. 

INFRASTRUCTURE
Duncan has the infrastructure that business 
requires. There is fibre optics telecommunications, 
comprehensive coverage for cell phones and 
good water and sewer systems. 

Ample retail and office space is available in the 
City boundaries, along with light industrial land 
outside.

GOVERNMENT/COMMUNITY 
PLANNING

Duncan City Hall is the centre 
of administration for the 
City’s services and businesses. 
Every four years a Mayor and 
Council are elected.

In 2013, Duncan adopted 
an Integrated Community 

Sustainability Plan which defines a path 
towards sustainability to 2040. The Plan 
identifies four priorities for sustainability. 
Duncan’s goal is to be a carbon neutral, healthy 
and affordable community with a strong 
economy. We seek to protect natural resources 
and support education and leisure needs.

CONSUMER MARKET
The Duncan market area has about 44,000 residents. 
Many regularly commute to the City for work or 
recreation. 

The population is expected to grow by 1% annual 
to 2014.  This will continue to create an ongoing 
demand for housing and commercial development. 

Photo: Cowichan Tribes
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UNIQUE DUNCAN
Nicknamed the “City of Totems” (39 in the 
downtown core), Duncan’s central location has 
made it a stop off point for thousands of years. 
Duncan offers great shopping and dinning 
with a year-round Farmer’s Market. As a City, 
we are incorporating sustainability into all 
aspects of community planning. 

In 2011, Duncan had 1.800 employed 
residents—but 4,200 jobs were physically 
located here. We’re the business and service 
centre for our market area, in which 18,650 
people were employed.

EDUCATED LABOUR FORCE
The Duncan market area has a labour force of 
over 20,000. More than half of residents aged 
25- 64 have post-secondary certification. 

Compared to the rest of British Columbia, 
more residents have certification in trades, 
agriculture, health and education and 
architecture and engineering. As well, Duncan 
has a higher percentage of high school 
graduates. 

Projections show the population in the prime 
working-age years of 25-54 increasing by an 
average of 1% per year through 2041.

!

!

!

!

Chemainus

Crofton

Maple
 Bay

Cowichan
    Bay

Duncan

DEVELOPMENT APPPROVAL 
PROCESS
If you’re seeking approval to develop in 
Duncan, the the process can take a little as 
two months. The City’s development review 
includes preliminary design, revisions, and a 
final design. The City will work with developers 
and investors to ensure the approval process is 
as seamless as possible.

Duncan Market Area

Photo: Picture BC
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LIVING IN DUNCAN

Duncan is centrally located and less than an hour from Victoria and Nanaimo. You’ll find it easy to adjust to 
the Duncan way of life and soon feel at home in our charming, vibrant and welcoming community. With 
our mild climate, active community groups and countless opportunities for relaxation and fun, Duncan 
delights year-round.

HOUSING
Duncan is well-serviced and in a beautiful 
region, yet homes are large and affordable. As of 
2013, the average assessment for a single family 
home was $247,450. Rents for a 3 bedroom unit 
were approximately $900 in Spring 2014. 

Use the B.C. Government’s Cost of Living 
Calculator to find out more about costs in 
Duncan. 

HEALTHCARE
The Cowichan District Hospital provides a full 
range of diagnostic and acute care services. 

Duncan also has two medical clinics and a 
good selection of general practice physicians, 
chiropractors, physiotherapists, optometrists 
and other professionals.

EDUCATION
Duncan has excellent public schools, including 
Cowichan Secondary School, middle schools 
and several elementary schools. 

There are also private preparatory, Waldorf and 
Christian schools. Vancouver Island University 
has a regional campus in the City.

Duncan has a public library, with computers, 
internet, research help and a world languages 
collection. 

TRANSPORTATION LINKS
Road:  The Trans-Canada Highway connects 
Duncan to Victoria, Nanaimo and beyond.

Bus:  Regional bus service with regular 
connections to Nanaimo and Victoria

Air Service:  Passenger flights available  
from Nanaimo Airport (50 km) or  
Victoria International Airport (60 Km). Float 
planes can be chartered into nearby Cowichan 
Bay from Vancouver or Seattle.

Ferry:  Regular ferry service to the mainland 
and USA is available from Nanaimo and 
Victoria.

Photo: Picture BC
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RECREATION ACTIVITIES
Whatever your tastes in recreation, you will 
probably find it in Duncan. Here’s an idea of 
what’s available within a 20 minute drive from 
downtown:

•  The Island Savings Centre, with an ice arena,
is one of 5 recreation centres in the region.
The Aquatic Centre has waterslides and
waves. Lawn bowling, tennis courts, sports
fields, a splash park and bowling are also
available.

•  The Cowichan Theatre, the largest
performance venue in the region

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Economic Development Cowichan 
www.discovercowichan.com
250.746.7880

City of Duncan
www.city.duncan.bc.ca
250.746.6126

Duncan Business Improvement Area Society 
www.downtownduncan.ca
250.715.1700

Cowichan Tribes
www.cowichantribes.com
250.715.1700

 •  Six golf courses 

 •  A year round Saturday farmer’s market,
community gardens, farms and vineyards

•  The Trans Canada and other hiking trails

•  Water skiing, ocean and fresh water fishing
and kayaking on the ocean or the Canadian
Heritage recognized Cowichan River

•  Festivals like the Summer Festival, Island Folk
Festival, Aboriginal Festival of Film and Art
and Cowichan Exhibition

Photo: Cowichan Tribes
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LADYSMITH  
BRITISH COLUMBIA

DOING BUSINESS IN LADYSMITH

Location:  Southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Population:  7,921 (2011 Census) 
Key Economic Sectors:  Forestry and wood products, 
marine services, tourism services, retail

Ladysmith offers multiple tax incentives 
and economic revitalization programs, and 
assistance services for small business owners. 

Awarded the “Most Small Business-Friendly 
Community” in the Vancouver Island/Coast Region, 
Ladysmith can provide a wealth of knowledge, 
assistance and resources for new businesses.  

• Town of Ladysmith

• Ladysmith Investment Incentives

• Ladysmith Chamber of Commerce

• Ladysmith Downtown Business Association

• Coast Salish Development Corporation

INFORMATION FOR INVESTORS

Located on the 49th parallel, Ladysmith provides an active waterfront, two industrial parks and a beautiful 
heritage downtown. The Town is committed to fostering a healthy, resilient and environmentally responsible 
economy. With its mild climate, proximity to major urban centres and convenient transportation networks, 
Ladysmith is a natural choice to live, work and play. 

The Town of Ladysmith is located in the tradtional territory of the Stz’uminus First 
Nation, and we are proud of our heritage. The Town has a clear vision for a  
prosperous, sustainable and resilient future. We have won an award for being 
a small-business friendly community. We welcome new residents, encourage 
responsible growth and are open to investment.
         Mayor Aaron Stone

1

*
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www.ladysmithdowntown.com
http://coastsalishdevcorp.com/
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TWO INDUSTRIAL PARKS

WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT

Ladysmith has two industrial parks, with 
excellent highway access, utilities, and 
industrial zoning.

The 50 ha Rocky Creek Industrial Park fronts 
Ladysmith harbour and provides for live-work, 
light and heavy industrial uses. The 42 ha 
South Ladysmith Industrial Park is suited for a 
range of industrial uses. 

Ladysmith’s stunning waterfront is one of the 
community’s most defining features.  
Transfer Beach Park is treasured, where 
residents go to experience nature, tranquility, 
water activities and community events. 
Adjacent to the Beach lie over 26 acres of 
provincial and town-owned land—all vacant 
and awaiting development.

The Town’s sustainability and waterfront area 
plans envision a dynamic multi-use waterfront 
village. It would include natural, recreational 
and marine activity areas, waterfront services, 
residential development and a working 
industrial waterfront.

The current focus is on confirming the 
development vision and environmental  
clean-up of the area. The intent is to make way 
for sustainable mixed use development. 

2

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Ladysmith is growing! Reap the benefits of 
its natural harbour and marina facilities and 
wood mills. We’re close to major transportation 
networks and urban centres. 

• Forestry and wood products — With two 
local mills, value-added wood products 
manufacturers are locating here. 

• Marine manufacturing and services — 
Good natural harbour and a variety of 
marine services.

• Tourism infrastructure — 80% increase in 
visitors since 2008. Growing culinary food  
sector with downtown restaurants and 
retail. Marine tourist docks with modern 
amenities.

• Green Industry — Clean technologies, 
eco-tourism, eco-industrial parks,  
live-work, green building.

• Professional Services — Small town 
atmosphere, recreational opportunities 
and transportation links make Ladysmith 
an ideal location for professionals.

• Food and beverage processing — 
Shellfish processing (oysters, clams, 
scallops and more). Local producers enjoy 
superior market access and growing 
conditions. Support services are also 
nearby.
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TRANSPORTATION LINKS
Ladysmith is strategically located to offer easy 
access to the major transportation hubs of 
Vancouver Island. 

• Road:  Trans-Canada Highway links 
Ladysmith to the rest of Vancouver Island.

• Bus:  Greyhound intercity service, as well 
as local and regional public buses are 
available.

• Air service:  Nanaimo Airport (YCD) is 
just 7 km north of Ladysmith. Passenger 
and cargo service are available.

• Ferry:  Passenger and cargo ferries are  
15-25 minutes away, at Duke Point and 
Departure Bay in Nanaimo.

• Port Facilities:  Ladysmith’s harbour is 
used by commercial and pleasure boats.

3

PORT FACILITIES

LARGE EMPLOYERS

• Ladysmith Marina — Has 
150 moorage slips as well as 
boathouses. Also home to the 
Ladysmith Yacht Club. 

• Ladysmith Maritime Society  
Community Marina — Provides 
moorage and facilities for 
overnight visitors, tourist docks. 
Hosts a Maritime Museum and 
a Visitor Reception Centre.

• Ladysmith Fisherman’s Wharf  
— Offers a boat launch 
and moorage for up to 100 
commercial boaters at the 
government dock.  

The local economy is service-oriented, with a 
significant goods-producing sector and many 
small and home-based businesses. 

Ladysmith Major Employers

• Forestry — Western Forest Products Sawmills

• Retail — 49th Parallel Grocery Store,  
Save-on-Foods, Home Hardware

• Media/Publishing — Ladysmith Press 

• Financial services — Ladysmith and 
District Credit Union, Island Saving Credit 
Union, CIBC, RBC, and BMO

• Seafood processing — Limberis Seafood 
Processors

INFRASTRUCTURE
• Water & wastewater:  The water supply 

system can serve a population of up 
to 15,000. A state-of-the-art secondary 
sewage treatment system expansion to 
serve up to 30,000 is being built.

• Telecommunications:  The town has 
access to digital cable and high-speed 
internet service.

• Electricity:  Delivered by BC Hydro. Rates 
are among the lowest in North America.

• Natural Gas:  Provided by Fortis BC. A 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) storage facility 
is located 6 km northwest of Ladysmith.

http://www.bchydro.com
www.fortisbc.com
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SUSTAINABILITY AND GREEN VISION TOURISM / COMMUNITY EVENTS
Ladysmith is a green community, recognized 
as a leader in sustainability. The Town achieved 
Canada’s Top 100 Greenest Employer in 2012, 
2013 and 2014. In 2010, we received a Canadian 
Institute of Planners Award of Excellence for our 
Community Sustainability Vision. This vision is 
about:

1) improving the quality of life for all residents 

2) protecting and enhancing the natural  
     environment

3) strengthening the local economy

4) enriching and celebrating the town’s  
     uniqueness

Ladysmith is at the doorstep of some of the 
best tourism and recreational opportunities on 
Vancouver Island. 

The town is renowned for its annual events 
that showcase the community’s tremendous 
sense of pride. Some of the most popular 
include:

• Festival of Lights

• Arts on the Avenue

• Ladysmith Days

• Brits on the Beach

• Kid’s Pirate Day

• Home, Garden and Business Show

4

STZ’UMINUS FIRST NATION 
The Stz’uminus First Nation are a Coast 
Salish people with a growing population of 
1,300. Economic Development is managed 
by the Coast Salish Development Corporation 
(CSDC).With more than 1,200 hectares of 
land, including 11 kilometers of waterfront, 
and sizeable forest industry and aquaculture 
holdings, the CSDC can offer attractive 
investment and partnership opportunities. 
The corporation’s mandate is to build a $100 
million local economy over the next 20 years.

GOVERNMENT
An elected Council made up of  
a Mayor and six Council members 
govern Ladysmith. Municipal 
elections are held every four 
years. Ladysmith is represented 
on the Cowichan Valley Regional 
Board by one Director.

In 2007, Council members of the Stz’uminus  
First Nation and the Town of Ladysmith signed 
a Community Accord. In 2012, the Councils 
renewed an updated Accord, which reaffirms 
and strengthens the communities’ commitment 
to build our relationship through increased 
cooperation and partnerships.

http://www.stzuminus.com
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EDUCATION
Our highly qualified and enthusiastic 
teachers provide quality education at 
the elementary, secondary and French 
immersion levels.  

Post-secondary students can choose from 
programs at Vancouver Island University (VIU),  
University of Victoria, and Camosun College. 
These institutions all have campuses within 
driving distance of Ladysmith.

The Town has a public library, which offers free 
Internet access and other educational resources.
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LIVING IN LADYSMITH

Ladysmith’s identity as a charming west coast town is steeped 
in its history and the history of the area’s original inhabitants, 
the Stz’uminus First Nation. The residents of Ladysmith 
recognize that growth and change are going to happen over 
time. 

In the summer of 2008, the Town initiated a visioning 
process to both establish an over-arching sustainable 
development strategy for the Town’s future, as well as to 
engage the community in a process to better define and 
develop its sense of identity and character to guide future 
development.

The Town of Ladysmith is deeply committed to achieving prosperity in a manner 
that is appropriate to the unique character and culture of the community. Ladysmith is a caring 
community, and we are working together to create the best social, economic, and cultural 
environment for all.

HEALTHCARE  
Ladysmith Community Health Centre offers 
urgent care and clinical day care and a full 
range of health services. The Centre also has 
video-conferencing technology to connect 
patients to services. The Nanaimo Regional 
General Hospital, a modern 409 bed facility, 
is a 25 minute drive away. 

Other private healthcare professionals, such 
as dentists, physiotherapists, chiropractors, 
massage therapists, optometrists and others 
are also located in the community. Ladysmith 
offers support services for all ages.

http://www.viu.ca
http://www.uvic.ca
http://camosun.ca
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
AND SPIRIT OF VOLUNTEERISM 
In Ladysmith it’s easy to become active in the 
community. Volunteerism rates are exceptionally 
high and social clubs abound. 

Ladysmith’s newest public space is Spirit Square, 
a place for festivals, events and celebrations. It is 
located in a new community complex housing the 
Ladysmith Resources Centre, the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club and the Seniors’ Centre. 

A variety of licensed care facilities, preschools, 
and other early years services are located in 
Ladysmith.  
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Make the move to Ladysmith! You’ll enjoy 
a welcoming investment climate, beautiful 
waterfront location and relaxed lifestyle. A 
great future is waiting for you on  
Vancouver Island.

Town of Ladysmith 
ladysmith.ca 
250.245.6400

Economic Development Cowichan 
discovercowichan.com
250.746.7880

FOR MORE INFORMATION

HOUSING 
Homes in Ladysmith often have spectacular ocean 
views. In recent years, many new residences 
have been added to the inventory of heritage 
homes and character living spaces.

In 2013, the average selling price of a single 
family home was $319,271. Compared to 
Duncan, or the Cowichan Valley in general, 
Ladysmith offers affordable living with an 
ample mix of housing types.

RECREATION 
Ladysmith has year-round amenities, leisure 
services, programs and facilities. These include 
26 kilometers of trails, 110 hectares of parks and 
open space, a community centre, community 
hall and sports fields.

Ladysmith’s beautiful harbour setting and hilly 
landscape offer easy access to hiking and 
walking trails.

Transfer Beach Park has picnic facilities, 
playgrounds, a water spray park, amphitheatre, 
kayak and marine adventure centre and more! 
The Beach is known for its warm, clean summer 
swimming water – the warmest north of  
San Francisco.

An outdoor sports complex includes an all weather 
soccer field with future plans for ball fields and 
a fitness track. The Frank Jameson Community 
Centre includes an indoor swimming pool, 
gymnasium and fitness centre. 

http://www.ladysmith.ca
http://www.ladysmith.ca
http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://discovercowichan.com


If you are planning on developing your 
property or investing in Ladysmith, the 
Development Services Department can 
provide you assistance. 

For more information please contact:

Lisa Brinkman, MCIP, RPP

Planner

Town of Ladysmith - Development Services

250.245.6410
lbrinkman@ladysmith.ca 

www.ladysmith.ca

Economic Development Cowichan provides 
economic development, tourism marketing and 

film attraction for the Cowichan Region. 

For more information please contact:

Economic Development Cowichan

250.746.7880

edc@cvrd.bc.ca
www.discovercowichan.com 

http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.cvrd.bc.ca/index.aspx?NID=587
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LAKE COWICHAN  
BRITISH COLUMBIA

DOING BUSINESS IN LAKE COWICHAN UNIQUE LAKE COWICHAN

Location:  South Central Vancouver Island
Key Economic Sectors:  Resource industry, tourism, service industry
Population:  3,159 (Statistics Canada 2011)

Lake Cowichan is a great place to invest. 
Advice and resources are available to
help you establish or expand a successful
business.

• Economic Development Cowichan 

• Cowichan Lake District Chamber of 
Commerce

• Lake Cowichan First Nation

We are a vibrant, healthy, sustainable community 
that exists in harmony with the natural 
environment, enjoys a balanced economy, 
supports all generations and provides the 
opportunities to satisfy diverse social needs.

The area has much to offer potential investors 
or residents. An increasing number of workers 
commute to Duncan and as far as Victoria for jobs. 

Forestry, tourism and industrial/manufacturing 
have been key drivers of the economy for many 
years. Lake Cowichan now seeks investment to 
diversify and balance the economy. 

INFORMATION FOR INVESTORS

Excellent infrastructure, a skilled and educated workforce, a wealth of natural resources, affordable 
housing, development friendly and accessible local government, abundant recreation opportunities 
and a favourable tax climate serve a growing and diverse economy.

All you have to do is see the natural beauty of the lake, river and 
mountains where our town is situated, and you’ll see why so many 
people are attracted to work, live and play here. 
      Ross Forrest, Mayor of Lake Cowichan

1
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Photo: Highlight Studio

http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.cowichanlake.ca
http://www.cowichanlake.ca
http://lakecowichanfn.ca
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INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

The Lake Cowichan Area is open for business! 
Investment opportunities include:
• Forestry

Primary — Logging on licensed woodlots, 
tree farm licenses and private land,  
heli-logging and log sorting
Secondary — All aspects of silviculture

• Wood products value added manufacturing 
— Speciality forest products, sawmills and 
custom industrial and residential products. 

• Lake Cowichan First Nation — is seeking 
investment partners for a waterfront cafe/
culture centre and residential subdivision.

• Green industry — Non-polluting light 
industries such as renewable energy or 
agriculture related industries like 
horticulture.

• Tourism — Tourism is a significant part 
of the Lake Cowichan economy with 
adventure and ecotourism the fastest 
growing areas. Additional opportunities 
exist for fishing, kayaking, hiking, 
sight-seeing trips and tours and resort 
accommodation.

• Professional services — Lawyers, 
accountants and management consultants 
in the forestry sector.

2

GOVERNMENT/ 
COMMUNITY PLANNING

A mayor and four 
councillors are elected 
every four years. They 
oversee the planning, 
maintenance and upkeep 
of the town’s roads, 
services and buildings. 

In 2011, Lake Cowichan completed a 
Community Plan to ensure sustainable growth  
to 2031. The Plan estimated a one percent 
growth rate, increased need for social housing, 
the desire to limit the demands on the 
local water table, and the need to develop 
environmental technologies to protect local 
resources.

Lake Cowichan upgraded the downtown 
core in 2013. This included library renovations, 
a new town square and a floating dock in 
Saywell Park. The improvements brought two 
new restaurants, a clothing store, a pre-fab 
cabinetry company and new medical services 
to the area.

Photo: Highlight Studio

http://www.town.lakecowichan.bc.ca/910-2011%20Official%20Community%20Plan.pdf
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CLIMATE HOUSING

HEALTHCARE

Lake Cowichan has a Maritime-Mediterranean 
climate with warm and dry summers and mild 
winters. It averages 2,000 hours of sunshine 
annually. The growing season lasts for  
250 days.

Cowichan Lake offers Island living at an 
affordable price. A single family dwelling was 
assessed at $202,700 as of July 2013 or could  
be rented for about $1,000 per month.

Apartments rent for an average of  
$567 per month, compared to a national 
average rate of $672.

Use the B.C. Government’s Cost of Living 
Calculator to find out more about costs in  
Lake Cowichan.

Lake Cowichan has quality healthcare 
available locally. The town has two medical 
clinics, four doctors, pharmacists, dentists, a 
physiotherapy clinic and counsellors.

A hospital is a 20-minute drive away in  
Duncan, BC.

3

LIVING IN COWICHAN LAKE

Lake Cowichan is known for friendly people, fresh air, beautiful mountains and the most spectacular 
hiking, camping and fishing on Vancouver Island. Locals enjoy exploring the wetlands, streams and 
rivers, rocky bluffs, diverse lakeshores and beautiful forests in the region.

Photo: Highlight Studio

EDUCATION
Lake Cowichan offers comprehensive 
schooling for children. including, two schools 
that combined offer kindergarten to Grade 
12. The high school offers community based 
learning, extracurricular education and 
accommodations at the Cowichan Lake 
Education Centre.

Cowichan Lake Community Services provides 
education, recreation, career research and 
employment planning.

In 2013, Lake Cowichan built a new public 
library. It features computers, a laptop bar, 
study space, and a designated area for 
children’s programs.

http://www.costofliving.welcomebc.ca/
http://www.costofliving.welcomebc.ca/
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

TRANSPORTATION LINKS

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Lake Cowichan has numerous clubs and 
associations. For children and youth, minor 
hockey and baseball are available. If you are 
interested in the environment, there is a local 
lake and stewardship society.

The town has many active organizations 
for seniors, including a Seniors’ Association, 
Housing Society and Seniors Centre. A  
Royal Canadian Legion branch is also active. 

Artisans will also feel at home here. Over 100 
world class artisans are involved in sculpting, 
painting, theatre and dance. Lake Cowichan 
is a founding member of the Arts and Culture 
highway.
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If you are interested in moving to the Island, 
Lake Cowichan would be a great choice. It is 
clean, safe and beautiful, with friendly people 
and a growing economy. Give us a call!

Town of Lake Cowichan 
www.town.lakecowichan.bc.ca
250.749.6681

Economic Development Cowichan 
www.discovercowichan.com
250.746.7880

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Lake Cowichan is the gateway to some of the 
most spectacular hiking, camping and fishing on 
Vancouver Island. In fact, the area has been called 
the fly-fishing capital of Canada. As well, it is a 
terminus for the Trans Canada Hiking Trail. 

You can also kayak or boat on Cowichan Lake 
and River. A floating boardwalk leads through 
Douglas fir forest to the Cowichan Lake Education 
Centre for outdoor learning and camping.

The updated Cowichan Lake Sports Arena and 
the Centennial Hall provide sports programs for 
children and adults, including ice hockey and 
curling. The Town also has Centennial Park with 
baseball and soccer fields and a walking trail.

Road:  The Cowichan Valley Highway (Highway 
18) connects Lake Cowichan to the Trans-Canada
Highway.

Bus:  Seven trips daily to Duncan (except 
Sundays), with three routes within the area. 
HandyDART bus for seniors.

Air Service:  Nanaimo Airport closest—40 minutes, 
Victoria International Airport—hour.

Ferry:  Regular ferry service to the mainland and 
USA is available from Nanaimo and Victoria.

Photo: Picture BC

http://www.town.lakecowichan.bc.ca
http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.cvrd.bc.ca/index.aspx?NID=587
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NORTH COWICHAN,  
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Location:  Southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia
Population:  28,807 (Statistics Canada 2011)
Key Economic Sectors:  Forestry and wood products, 
agriculture, tourism, education, service industry

WE HAVE WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR

In the heart of the Cowichan Valley’s “warm lands,” where urban and rural meet,  
North Cowichan’s stunning landscapes and fertile farmland are framed by ocean, rivers 
and mountains. Our Municipality spans 194 square kilometres. 

With almost 29,000 people, North Cowichan is built on the fishing, mining and 
logging industries. Today the work continues with traditional and new industry taking 
advantage of all the area has to offer. 

North Cowichan’s economic foundation is diverse. Situated as an 
international vacation destination, we’re home to major industry, farming, 
high-tech and home-based businesses. Let’s talk. I want to know what I can 
do to assist your business in locating here.
             Mayor Jon Lefebure 

1

“As my business grew, I wanted to expand in my home community of North Cowichan. 
The Municipality understood the needs of my business and made accommodations to 
support us. North Cowichan simply provided the best choice for business growth.”
                Alana Elliott, Founder and President, Libre Naturals Inc.

*
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Photo: Libre Naturals Inc. by Kurt Knock Photography
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AGRICULTURE: MILD CLIMATE,  
FERTILE VALLEY

OUR RESIDENTS OWN A FOREST

Twenty-five percent of North Cowichan 
land is agricultural. It produces a diversity of 
products, provides local food security and 
encourages job creation and innovation. 

A rare and valued asset, North Cowichan’s 
5,000 hectare Municipal Forest is a 
sustainable resource. It provides revenue 
for the Municipality and recreational 
opportunities for residents, and visitors.

ON THE WATER: ECOTOURISM AND 
INDUSTRY
Forty kilometres of coastline served by several 
marinas and three deep sea ports serve as a 
foundation for ecotourism and industry.

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL PARKS: 
CENTRALIZING INDUSTRY
Four business and industrial parks in the 
Chemainus, Crofton, Bings Creek and Tansor 
areas cater to a wide range of light and 
business-related industry, as well as heavy 
industrial uses. Business activities range 
from kayak building and food, beverage and 
pharmaceuticals production, to value-added 
wood products manufacturing, major sawmills 
and a pulp and paper mill.

GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
A mayor and six councillors are elected every four years to govern North 
Cowichan. The Municipality’s Official Community Plan (OCP) provides the 
vision and helps guide policy development and decision-making.

Local Area Plans for University Village, Chemainus, and Crofton support the 
OCP. To learn more about North Cowichan’s vision, review our OCP.

A WEALTH OF OPPORTUNITIES

Whether you are expanding your business or starting a new one, consider North Cowichan. We have 
productive agricultural land, solid infrastructure and large, established mills that can support 
manufacturing spin-offs. The region is also a great fit for professionals or entrepreneurs with small or 
home-based businesses. Whatever the size of your firm, you’ll appreciate living in friendly communities 
that have all the services needed for business success. 

FUTURE FORWARD/FIBRE OPTIC 
EXPANSION
The Municipality is working with our partners 
and the private sector to expand access to our 
fibre optic network.

Photo: Tourism Cowichan

http://www.northcowichan.ca/EN/main/departments/planning-development/community-planning/official-community-plan.html
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INVESTOR BENEFITS – FIVE AND TEN YEAR TAX EXEMPTION PROGRAM 

LET US HELP YOU LOCATE HERE

3

North Cowichan has a ten-year General Municipal Tax Exemption Program. When you locate a new, 
qualified business development on industrial property, the Program can help your business gain a 
significant return on investment. 

We also have a five-year General Municipal Tax Exemption Program and Development Cost Charge 
waivers available for residential, mixed-use and commercial developments in our three urban centres:  
University Village/South End, Chemainus, and Crofton. Learn more about the Tax Exemption Program.

Explore North Cowichan’s potential and discover resources that will help you make the move. Contact our 
Mayor and local business support organizations.

•	 Mayor Jon Lefebure 

•	 Chambers of Commerce
- Chemainus and District Chamber

- Duncan-Cowichan Chamber

•	 Community Futures - Cowichan Region  
Fosters entrepreneurship and economic 
development.

•	 Economic Development Cowichan  
Provides economic development, tourism 
marketing, and film attraction services to 
the Cowichan region.

•	 Vancouver Island Economic Alliance   
Spearheads regional economic 
development for the Vancouver Island 
region.

•	 Visitor Centres
- Cowichan Regional Visitor Centre

- Chemainus Visitor Centre

•	 BC Forest Discovery Centre  
A forestry museum and education 
centre focused on the life, work and the 
environment in forest communities of coastal 
British Columbia.

Photo: Averill Creek Vineyard

http://www.northcowichan.ca/EN/main/business/economic-development/revitalization-tax-exemption-program.html
mailto:mayor%40northcowichan.ca?subject=I%27d%20like%20to%20make%20the%20move%21
http://www.chemainus.bc.ca/
http://www.duncancc.bc.ca/
http://www.cfcowichan.ca/
http://www.discovercowichan.com
http://www.viea.ca/
http://www.duncancc.bc.ca/pages/VisitorsInfo/
http:///www.hellobc.com/visitorcentrelisting/visitor-centres/4547901/chemainus-visitor-centre.aspx
http://enertelligence.com/bcforestdiscoverycentre/wordpress/
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LIVING IN NORTH COWICHAN: DIVERSE COMMUNITIES

North Cowichan residents value our rural environment and mix of scenic mountains, forests, farms, rivers, 
lakes and oceanfront. This relaxed lifestyle is supported by strong urban centres in University Village/
South End, Chemainus and Crofton.

UNIVERSITY VILLAGE AND SOUTH END
Flanked by the City of Duncan,  
University Village is one of North Cowichan’s 
urban centres. It is the location for excellent 
shopping and restaurants. The Village is also 
the home of Vancouver Island University 
Campus, Cowichan High School, and a branch 
of the Vancouver Island Regional Library. 

At the regional Cowichan Performing Arts 
Centre, residents enjoy a wide variety of 
theatre and musical experiences. The nearby 
Cowichan Tribes’ Quw’utsun’ Cultural and 
Conference Centre offers visitors meaningful 
insights into First Nations’ culture.

Island Savings Centre is home to the  
Cowichan Valley Capitals Hockey Team and a 
popular recreation spot for young and old. 
The neighbouring Cowichan Aquatic Centre 
has swimming and other water activities, as 
well as dry-land health and fitness programs.

For more information:

•	 Vancouver Island University

•	 Vancouver Island Regional Library 

•	 Cowichan Aquatic Centre

•	 Island Savings Centre and Cowichan 
Performing Arts Centre

CHEMAINUS
The bustling seaside town of Chemainus is 
a popular tourist destination, a community-
minded town and the site of diverse industry. 
Western Forest Products sawmill is the largest 
employer in Chemainus.

Visitors come to view the Chemainus open-air 
art gallery, which tells the history of the area’s 
First Nations, and the mining, forestry and 
fishing industries. On almost every downtown 
street, murals and sculptures honour the past. 
Chemainus is filled with eclectic shops, galleries 
and culinary adventures. Perfect days may include 
a ferry ride to Thetis and Penelakut Islands, a 
walk on a community trail, or a performance at 
the majestic Chemainus Theatre Festival.

Chemainus continually evolves. Waterwheel 
Square, the downtown meeting place, has 
undergone extensive improvements. A new 
library is planned, and a new skate park for 
skateboard, scooter and bike enthusiasts offers 
recreational opportunities for users of all ability 
levels.

For more information:

•	 Visit Chemainus

•	 BC Ferries - Chemainus (to Thetis Island)

•	 Chemainus Theatre Festival

•	 Chemainus Municipal Marina

•	 Chemainus Town Centre Revitalization Plan

•	 Western Forest Products

Photo: Bob Matheson courtesy of Garyali Architect Inc.

http://www.cc.viu.ca/
http://virl.bc.ca/branches/cowichan
http://www.northcowichan.ca/EN/main/departments/parks-recreation/facilities.html
http://www.cvrd.bc.ca/index.aspx?NID=92
http://www.cvrd.bc.ca/index.aspx?NID=92
http://www.visitchemainus.ca/
http://www.bcferries.com/schedules/southern/chti-current.php
http://chemainustheatrefestival.ca/
http://marinas.com/view/marina/12684_Chemainus_Municipal_Dock_BC_Canada
http://www.northcowichan.ca/assets/Departments/Planning~and~Land~Use/docs/ChemainusRevitalization-v10-20111025-optimized.pdf
http://www.westernforest.com/
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MAPLE BAY AND GENOA BAY 
The idyllic oceanfront communities of  
Maple Bay and Genoa Bay are situated in 
protected inlets, reputed to be the best natural 
harbours on Vancouver Island. A popular spot 
for yachts, boaters, and kayakers, this area is a 
year-round starting point for ocean adventure, 
touring, fishing and scuba diving. 

Residents and visitors can access a full range 
of marine support services at private and 
public marinas. A daily floatplane service to 
Vancouver is available from Maple Bay.

CROFTON
Framed by hills and mountains, Crofton 
nestles into a picturesque landscape along 
Osborne Bay. The town is home to Catalyst 
Paper Corporation, a major regional employer. 
Crofton offers an enviable lifestyle for mill 
workers and others who come for the beauty, 
recreation and housing variety. Almost every 
home has a stunning view of mountains, 
islands and the active ocean waterway. 

Recreational opportunities abound. Kayakers 
can explore the stunning coast and mountain 
bikers can ride the impressive 14 km  
Maple Syrup Trail. A lovely oceanside sea 
walk connects with nature trails leading 
across Maple Mountain to neighbouring  
Maple Bay.

North Cowichan has one of 
the warmest climates in Canada.

A BC Ferry terminal, situated in the heart 
of town, provides a gateway to Salt Spring 
Island. 

For more information:

•	 Crofton Attractions 

•	 BC Ferries - Crofton (to Saltspring Island)

•	 Catalyst Paper

•	 Crofton 

Quaint restaurants dish up local flavours and 
are a popular destination after boating or hiking 
the trails on Maple Mountain and Stoney Hill.

For more information:

•	 Maple Bay Marina

•	 Genoa Bay Marina

•	 Maple Bay Yacht Club

•	 Maple Bay Rowing Club

Photo: Kurt Knock Photography

http://www.croftonbc.com/
http://www.bcferries.com/schedules/southern/sscr-current.php
http://www.catalystpaper.com/
http://www.northcowichan.ca/EN/main/departments/planning-development/community-planning/crofton-community-local-area-plan.html
http://maplebaymarina.com/
http://www.genoabaymarina.com/
http://mbyc.bc.ca/
http://www.maplebayrowingclub.ca/
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EDUCATION

HEALTHCARE

North Cowichan is well positioned to support 
the education and training needs of students 
and business. Vancouver Island University and 
Cowichan Trades Centre are located in the 
region. Parents can select from public, private 
and independent schools with classes from 
kindergarten to high school. North Cowichan 
is a popular destination for foreign students 
wanting to further their education and 
improve their English. 

Explore the area’s education options.
•	 Vancouver Island University

•	 Cowichan Public Elementary schools

•	 Cowichan Public High Schools 

•	 Queen Margaret’s School 

•	 Sunrise Waldorf School 

•	 Island Oak High School

•	 Boarding options nearby 
Brentwood College School (grades 9 to 12) 
Shawnigan Lake School (8 to 12) and  
Dwight School Canada (6 to12)

•	 Queen of Angels Elementary and Middle 
School 

•	 Duncan Christian School

Island Health delivers a range of healthcare 
services including home care and mental 
health. Cowichan District Hospital is 
conveniently located in North Cowichan, 
just outside the City of Duncan. 

In Chemainus, the Health Care Centre provides 
laboratory services, medical imaging, 
radiology, physiotherapy, an adult day 
program and residential care.

There are also several physicians, dentists and 
practitioners of traditional and alternative 
medicine with offices in North Cowichan.

HOUSING
Thinking of moving to North Cowichan? 
A wide variety of housing is available ranging 
from float homes to farms to family homes or 
estates. The average cost of a North Cowichan 
single family residence is $312,000 in 2015.

HELPING YOU SETTLE IN NORTH COWICHAN

There are many reasons to settle in North Cowichan. Housing is affordable and many homes overlook 
spectacular ocean and mountain vistas. We have excellent schools and healthcare facilities, and major 
regional hospitals offering advanced and specialized care are only a short distance away. It’s easy to 
get around the region or to travel by air or ferry elsewhere. But you’ll probably spend a lot of time at 
home—our recreational activities are second to none.

Photo: Downtown Chemainus

http://www.cc.viu.ca/
http://www.sd79.bc.ca/schools-programs/schools/elementary-schools/
http://www.sd79.bc.ca/schools-programs/schools/secondary-schools/
http://www.qms.bc.ca/
http://www.sunrisewaldorfschool.org/
http://islandoak.org/
http://www.brentwood.bc.ca/
http://www.shawnigan.ca
https://dwightcanada.org/
http://www.queenofangels.ca/
http://www.queenofangels.ca/
http://www.duncanchristianschool.ca/
http://www.viha.ca


COWICHAN REGION - NORTH COWICHAN

RECREATION ACTIVITIES TRANSPORTATION LINKS
North Cowichan’s Municipal Forest, over  
50 parks and 40 kilometres of shoreline, provide 
residents with unprecedented access to the 
ocean and nature. The region is an active-living 
paradise set amongst incredible, natural 
beauty. It has an extensive trail network, two 
ice arenas and two pools.

Mount Prevost, Mount Richards, Mount Tzouhalem, 
Maple Mountain and Stoney Hill feature 
hiking and mountain bike trail networks. 
The BC Marine Coast Trail, Trans-Canada Trail, 
and Vancouver Island Spine Trail all cross the 
Municipality. 

Kayakers and boaters can launch at several 
spots along the coast. Bird watchers can 
gather at the Somenos Marsh and dogs 
can run free at off-leash parks. The region’s 
superb playing fields and arenas host many 
sporting tournaments, including the upcoming 
BC Summer Games in 2018. 

Find out more:

• Parks and Trails Map

• Fields, Parks and Trails

• Recreation Facilities

Cowichan is well served by the Trans-Canada  
Highway, marinas, ferry terminals and airports 
in nearby Victoria and Nanaimo. Pedestrian 
walkways and bike routes are continually 
expanding.

Key transportation facilities:

• BC Ferries - Nanaimo (Duke Point)

• BC Ferries - Nanaimo (Departure Bay)

• Nanaimo Airport

• Harbour Air Seaplanes

• Saltspring Air
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When you take a job or start a business 
in North Cowichan you are choosing a 
prosperous and welcoming community 
for your whole family.

Municipality of North Cowichan 
www.northcowichan.ca
250.746.3100

Economic Development Cowichan 
www.discovercowichan.com
250.746.7880

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Photo: Harbour Air Seaplanes

http://www.northcowichan.ca/assets/Departments/Parks~and~Recreation/docs/MNC%20Parks%20Recreation%20Trails%20Map%20-%20web.pdf
http://www.northcowichan.ca/EN/main/departments/parks-recreation/fields-parks-trails.html
http://www.northcowichan.ca/EN/main/departments/parks-recreation/facilities.html
http://www.bcferries.com/schedules/mainland/tsdp-current.php
http://www.bcferries.com/schedules/mainland/hbna-current.php
http://www.nanaimoairport.com/
https://www.harbourair.com/book-a-flight/locations/maple-bay/
http://saltspringair.com
http://www.northcowichan.ca
http://www.northcowichan.ca 
http://www.discovercowichan.com
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